Computer Requirements (revised 2006) 
Weber State University Radiologic Sciences
Please review these requirements carefully; computer hardware, software, and the internet connection are the primary means of participating in computer enhanced courses and on-line test taking and thus are significant contributors to academic success.

Internet Connection

Weber State University Radiologic Sciences recommends a high-speed, broadband (cable modem or Digital Subscriber Line [DSL]) Internet connection. While not required, subscription to broadband service improves speed of delivery and your overall learning experience. It is a good investment a learner can make in his or her learning experience.

	Computer Requirements Chart



	All Learners
	Minimum
	Recommended

	Internet Connection 
	56K Modem 
	Broadband (Cable or DSL) 

	Email Capabilities 
	E-mail client 

Unique email address 
(not shared by others in a family or company) 
	5+ MB of e-mail storage

(yahoo offers 10MB free email storage) 

HTML e-mail capabilities 

	Hardware
	20 GB of hard disk space 
	30 GB of hard disk space 

	Software* 
	Macintosh: MS Word 98 or higher 

PC: MS Word 2000 or higher 
AntiVirus Software 
	Macintosh: MS Office 98 or higher 

PC: MS Office 2000 or higher 
Symantec Norton Anti-Virus Software 

	Plug-ins** 
(free downloads) 
	Windows Media Player 8 

Adobe Acrobat Reader 6 

Flash Player 7 

Java 1.4.2 
	Windows Media Player 9 

	Peripherals 
	Video card and monitor display capable of 800x600 pixel resolution 

Speakers 
Sound card 
	Video card and monitor display capable of 1024x768 pixel resolution 


*Strongly recommended
*Pop-up blockers will significantly inhibit your ability to successfully use WSU online resources.

	Macintosh Requirements Chart  


	Macintosh
	Minimum
	Recommended

	Processor 
	G3 800 MHz  or intel duo
	G5 quad 2.5 GHz 

	Operating System 
	OSX (10.2) 
	OS X (10.4) 

	RAM 
	256 MB 


	512 MB 

	Browser ++ 
(only 1 needed) 
	-Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.1 (OS 9) and 5.2 (OS X 10.2) 

-Netscape

-Mozilla Firefox
	Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.1 (OS 9, OS X 10.1) and 5.2 (OS X 10.3) 




	PC Requirements Chart 

	Processor 1GHz 2 GHz Operating System Windows 2000 Windows XP RAM 
	256 MB 
	512 MB 

	Browser ++ 
(only 1 needed) 

	-Microsoft Internet Explorer  
	Netscape  or Mozilla Firefox


+ WSU  Radiologic Sciences Department recommends that new learners use/purchase a computer with the recommended standards listed above at the beginning of their program and that learners review these technical standards on a regular basis. 

++ Other browsers and platforms may perform adequately.
Internet Access     
Check with some local ISPs (internet service providers) in your area for comparison of rates.  Some things to look for in an ISP are:

1. How many hours are allowed for the monthly rate (they most likely provide a rate for unlimited hours, which is good if you are going to be on-line a lot)?

2. Is technical support provided as part of the service or is there an additional charge?

3. Do e-mail accounts come with the monthly service?

4. How often is your service down? Do you have a backup? When it does go down, how long is it usually down?

You can check for local or national ISPs.  If you plan to use your internet access services at home or in the office, then a smaller and local ISP may be the best choice.  If you travel a lot and need access to the interned from all over the country, then a national ISP would be the best choice(they have 800 numbers for dial-in whereas most local ISPs would require long distance charges).

E-mail
You MUST have an active WSU e-mail account.  Use your Wildcat Mail account through WSU (every student will have an account in the campus system). Any email from campus and the department will come through this account.  You can also set up other email accounts:

1. Set up an email account through your ISP.

2. There are several free email account services available.  One is Yahoo and gives you 10 MB of free email storage.

